Stansted Transponder Mandatory Zone (TMZ)
All will – or at least should – be aware, the Stansted TMZ became operational on 24th September.  Following an enquiry as to how this will affect non transponder equipped balloons operating within the now controlled stubs, NATs have responded as follows:

“Suitably equipped aircraft may access a London Stansted TMZ without ATC approval although such traffic is strongly recommended to afford itself of either an Air Traffic Service Outside Controlled Airspace (ATSOCA) service or make use of an appropriate Monitoring Code (A0013).  [For those who don’t understand this bit – 0013 is the code you would squawk or dial into your transponder if you have one but do not require any service from Air Traffic Control (ATC).  This would give a reasonably positive assurance to ATC that you were listening out and they could then make  a ‘blind’ radio call to you if they needed to make contact.]
The pilot of an aircraft that wishes to operate in a London Stansted TMZ without serviceable transponder equipment may be granted access to the TMZ subject to specific ATC approval. This approval may be obtained from Farnborough Radar on frequency 132.800 during their hours of operation (0800-2000 Winter (Summer 1hr earlier)) or from Essex Radar on frequency 120.625, at other times. Alternatively, departing from a site within the TMZ, approval may be obtained immediately prior to departure via telephone from Farnborough Radar on 01252 526015 or 01252

526025 during their hours of operation or from TC Group Supervisor Airports (Essex Radar) on 02380 401106.

You may care to try making radio contact on the ground at your strip with Farnborough on 132.800.  They utilise the transmitter/receiver site at Stansted and depending on the elevation of the strip, you may find you can get two-way saving the necessity of a telephone call immediately prior to departure.”
